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suffered from much the same disability. Peter the
Great prepared himself for autocracy by working in
the shipyards of Deptford and Amsterdam, Lenin by
reading in the British Museum, Consequently when
Lenin in his turn became autocrat of all the Russias,
he continued to sec the world as a set of symbols, as
one sees it from a reading-room. His entourage
was of the same myopic brand. When machinery
fell to pieces, factories decayed, organisation broke
down and goods were not delivered, they either shot
their subordinates or drew diagrams, plotted graphs,
filled up forms and wrote out reports. They had
learnt their trade from books, and though books
make good revolutionaries they do not make
good rulers* The public school mill, no doubt,
was grinding out no embryo Lcnins, But at many
schools the clever boys were apt to be trained to
rootless apriorisme and facile generalisation- At
Rugby, thanks to Arnold's Sixth system, the clever
boys ruled the others. Involuntarily they began to
learn that success in practical affairs requires
character and instinct as well as intelligence, and
that human beings do not necessarily respond to
formulas because the formulas are brilliantly
phrased* But most of the public schools continued
to regard Balaclava as a glory rather than a disgrace
and to entrust authority not to the quick-witted but
to the stout-limbed* No salutary taste of respons-
ibility diluted the spate of Ideas which inevitably
deluges upon a clever adolescent. Moreover, brawn
as ruler was naturally apt to breed contempt and
discontent in the nimbler-wxtted ruled. Hence even
before 1918 more inferiority complex than was good